AP AMERICAN HISTORY 


PRESIDENTIAL REVIEW

Critical Period 1788-1815
I.  George Washington (1789 - 1797)

Party - None, but Federalist leanings

VP - John Adams

Sect of State - Thomas Jefferson

Sect of Treas - Alexander Hamilton

Direction of Administration - 1. Constitutional structure and formation

           2. Strengthening the power the federal gov.

Major Events:

Judiciary Act (1789)

Tariff Bill (1789)

‘Funding at par’ the federal debt and ‘assumption’ of state debts (1789)

Samuel Slater emigrates to US - builds first American Factory (1791)

Eli Whitney invents cotton gin (1793)

First National Bank (1791-1811)

Adoption of first 10 Amendments (Bill of Rights - enumerates rights belonging to individuals or the state.) (1791)

Whiskey Rebellion (1799)

French Revolution and Citizen Genet (1793)

Neutrality Proclamation (1793)

British inspired Indian Wars in Northwest (Battle of Fallen Timbers) (1794)

Jay Treaty w/ England (1795)

Pickney Treaty w/ Spain (1795)

Farewell Address (1796)

11th Amendment - Separation of Federal and State legal jurisdiction (1798)

II.  John Adams (1797-1801)

Party: Federalist

VP: Thomas Jefferson

Direction of Administration: 1. Ensure US economic and political security against France and Britain

                                               2. Strengthening the central government under the Federalist party

Major Events:

Resignation of Alexander Hamilton as Sect of Treasury (1795)

X,Y,Z Affair (1797)

Undeclared War with France (1798-1800)      - American Impressment

- violation of Freedom of Seas

11th Amendment (1798) - federal courts have no authority in suits brought by citizens against a state

Alien and Sedition Acts (1798)

Naturalization Act 

“Midnight Judges” (Judiciary Act of 1801)

Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions (1798)

Convention of 1800 w/ Napoleon
III.  Thomas Jefferson (1801-1809)

Party: Democratic Republicans

VP: Aaron Burr

Sect of Treasury: Albert Gallatin

Sect of State: James Madison

Direction of Administration:   1.  Redefining the role of the federal government and securing greater States’ rights through a loose interpretation of                                           the Constitution.

            2.  Encouraging US economic stability and growth while avoiding entangling alliances

            3.  Discovery:  Exploring the Louisiana Territory.

Major Events:

Revolution of 1800

Beginning of 2nd Great Awakening (1800) -Religious revival and social reform crusade

Naturalization Act (1802)

Marbury v. Madison (1803)

Louisiana Purchase (1803)

12th Amendment (1804) - procedures for the election of the President and Vice President when no majority vote occurs.

Lewis and Clark Expedition (1804-1805)

Zebulon Pike Expedition (1805-1806)

Barbary Pirates (1805

Jefferson declares American neutrality in Napoleonic Wars (1805)

Aaron Burr Conspiracy (1806)

Orders in Council (1806)

Appearance of first steamboat - Robert Fulton (1807)

American sailors impressed from the Chesapeake (1807)

Embargo Act [O-GRAB-ME] (1807)

Non-intercourse Act (1809)

IV.  James Madison (1809-1817)

Party: Democratic Republican

VP: George Clinton until death in 1812; Elbridge Gerry until 1817

Sect of State: James Monroe

Direction of Administration:   1. Ridding US of foreign interference 

            2. Subjugation of the northwestern Native American Tribes (resistance to Native Amer Confederacy and revolt)

Major Events:

Macon Bill #2 (1810)

“War Hawks” (1811-1812)

Battle of Tippecanoe (1811)

War of 1812 and Treaty of Ghent (1814)

Battle of Mackinac,  Battle of the Thames,  Battle of Lake Erie, Battles of Ft Henry and Washington D.C.,

Battle of Horseshoe Bend,  Battle of New Orleans

Hartford Convention (1814)

First Protective Tariff (1816)

Rush-Bagot Treaty (1817)

Bonus Bill (1817)


Era of Good Feelings / Era of the Common Man 1815-1840
V.  James Monroe (1817- 1825)

Party: Democratic Republican

VP: Daniel D. Tompkins

Sect of State: John Quincy Adams

Direction of Administration:   1. Binding the sections of the United States under “the American System”

            2. Preserving American isolationism

Major Events:

Supreme Court Decisions under John Marshall

- McCulloch v. Maryland (1819)
- Dartmouth College Case (1819)
- Cohens v. Virginia (1821) 

-Gibbons v. Ogden (1824)

Adams-Onis Treaty (Acquisition of Florida) - Andrew Jackson’s invasion.  (1819)

Panic of 1819

Completion of the Cumberland Road

Missouri Compromise (1820)

Rebellion of Denmark Vesey (1822)

Monroe Doctrine (1823)

Boston builds first sewage system in America (1832)

Sectional Tariff (1824)

Clay formalizes the “American System” (1824) - binding nation with protective tariffs, agricultural subsidies, and internal improvements

Favorite Sons  “Corrupt Bargain”  Election (1824) - Adams, Jackson, J.Q. Adams, Crawford, Clay

VI.  John Quincy Adams (1825-1829)

Party: National Republican

VP: John C. Calhoun

Sect of State: Henry Clay

Direction of Administration: 1. Birth of New Democracy

          2. Trying to mend nascent sectional issues

Major Events:

Completion of the Erie Canal - “Clinton’s Big Ditch” (1825)

Utopia movement begins - New Harmony (1825)

Tariff of Abominations (1828)

Calhoun’s Exposition and Protest (1828)

First Railroad built in US (1828)

VII. Andrew Jackson (1829-1837)

Party: Democrat

VP: John C. Calhoun until 1832;  Martin Van Buren 

Direction of Administration:   1. “Democratizing” the political process 

- more voter participation and expectation

- developing strong two-party system

            2.  De-centralizing government

            3.  National expansion; Indian Removal

   

            4.  Resisting nullification and secession

Major Events:

Revolution of 1828

“King Mob” (1829)

Jacksonian or New Democracy (Spoils - Kitchen Cabinet) (1829)

Webster-Hayne Debate (1829-1830)

Peggy Eaton Affair (1831)

Tariff of 1832 and Compromise Tariff of 1833

Creation of Anti-Masonic Party (1832)

John C. Calhoun resigns as VP (1832)

Black Hawk wars (1832)

Jackson and Nicholas Biddle Bank Wars over the Second Bank of the United States (1832)

Formation of the Whig party (1832)

South Carolina nullification crisis (1833)

William Lloyd Garrison estab the American Anti-slavery Society (1833)

Force Bill (1833)

First Seminole Wars (1835)

Creation of Bureau of Indian Affairs (1836)

Texas wins independence (1836)

Specie Circular (1836)

Cherokee, Creek, Choctaw, Chickasaw, and Seminole  removal (Trail of Tears) (1836)

VIII. Martin Van Buren (1837-1841)

Party: Democrat

VP: Richard M. Johnson

Direction of Administration: 1.  Preservation of Jacksonian reforms

          2.  Economic crisis

Major Events:

Rebellion of Canadian border (1837)

Panic of 1837: caused by

- private over speculation in land

- specie circular

- unsound financing by state “Pet Banks”

- no Bank of the United States

Divorce Bill (1837)

Independent treasury created (1840)

Elizabeth Cady Stanton - Convention of 1840 - women’s suffrage


Ante-Bellum Period 1840-1860
IX.  William Henry Harrison (1841)
Party: Whig

VP: John Tyler

Sect of State: Daniel Webster

Direction of Administration:   1. Anti-Jackson economic reform

           2. Support for big business, a national bank,  and American system

Major Events:
Died one month into office; Hard cider candidate

X.  John Tyler (1841-1845)

Party: Whig

Sect of State: Daniel Webster

Direction of Administration:  1. Whig but promoted Jackson economic reforms

           2. No support for big business, a  national bank, or the American system

Major Events:  

Beginning of Transcendental movement (1840)

Webster-Ashburton Treaty (1842)

Commonwealth v. Hunt - Unions in Mass declared legal (1842)

Vetoes Clay’s bill for 3rd Bank of the US (BUS)

Aroostook War for Canadian border = 45th parallel (1842)

Dorothea Dix  fights for the rights of the mentally ill (1843)

Samuel Morse invents the telegraph (1844)

Irish Potato Famine (1845)  - thousands of Irish immigrants come to America

XI.  James K. Polk (1845-1849)
Party: Democrat

VP: George M. Dallas

Direction of Administration: 1. Expansionism (Manifest Destiny) - Texas, California, and Oregon

         2. Lower tariff

         3. Independent Treasury

Major Events:

US annexes Texas (1845)

Publication of Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (1845)

Passage of Walker Tariff (1846)

    
Elias Howe invents the sewing machine (1846)

Established Oregon border at 49th parallel - not 54 40' (1846)
Brigham Young leads Mormons to Utah (1846-1848)

Passage of Wilmot Proviso - no slavery in newly acquired territory (1846)

Clash over border of Mexico at Rio Grande (1846)

Fremont overthrows Mexican gov in California (1846)

Mexican War (1846-1848)

Taylor takes city of Buena vista (1847)

Seneca Falls convention (1848)
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848)
Formation of the Know-Nothing Party (Nativism) (1848)
Discovery of Gold at Sutter’s Mill (1848)
XII.  Zachary Taylor (1849-1850)

Party: Whig

VP: Millard Fillmore
Direction of Administration: 1. Few innovative platform ideas - noncommittal on slavery

         2. Anti-democrat war hero campaign

Major Events:

Formation of Free-Soil Party in response to Taylor’s weak stance on slavery

Beginning of California gold rush (1849)

Great debates in congress b/w Clay, Calhoun, Webster, Douglas, and Seward over the admittance of California as free state. (1850)

XIII.  Millard Fillmore (1850-1853)

Party: Whig

Sect of State: Daniel Webster

Direction of Administration:  1. Few innovative platform ideas - compromise on  slavery

Major Events:

Fugitive Slave Law (1850)

Compromise of 1850

Clayton-Bulwer Treaty (1850) Britain and US agree not to expand into Central America if a canal is built.

Nathaniel Hawthorne writes The Scarlet Letter (1850)

Harriet Beecher Stowe writes Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852)

XIV.  Franklin Pierce (1853-1857)
Party: Democrat

VP: William R.D. King until 1853

Sect of War: Jefferson Davis

Direction of Administration: 1. Compromise on Slavery - favored Comp of 1850

- continue sectional equality (estab in Missouri Comp)

- personally pro-slavery

          2. Pro Manifest Destiny - expand across US

       
- Favored building canal across Isthmus of Panama

         
- Favored annexation of Cuba

Major Events:

Underground Railroad steps up activities in response to Fugitive Slave Laws

Gadsden Purchase (1853)

Japan opened to world trade (1853)

Kansas-Nebraska Bill (1854) - popular sovereignty

Spain seizes US steamer,  Black Warrior (1854)

Ostend Manifesto (1854) - desire for Cuba; US offers Spain $100 mil in Ostend, Belgium

Bleeding Kansas- Osawatomie Creek (1856)

Senator Brooks attack Sumner (1856)

XV.  James Buchanan (1857-1861)
Party: Democrat
VP: John C. Breckenridge

Direction of Administration: 1. Continuing disunion

Major Events:
Lecompton Constitution (1857)
Martin Delaney’s Back-to-Africa Movement (1857)
Taney’s Dred Scot Decision (1857)

Lincoln-Douglas (Senatorial) Debates (1858)
Cyrus Field lays down first Transatlantic Cable (1858)

Comstock Lode discovered (1859)
Crittenden Compromise (1860)
Pony Express formed (1860)

National Republican party emerges (1860)

Civil War and Reconstruction 1861-1877
XVI.  Abraham Lincoln (1861-1865)
Party: Republican

VP: Hannibal Hamlin (1861-1865);  Andrew Johnson 1865

Sect of State: William H. Seward

Sect of Treasury: Salmon P. Chase

Direction of Administration: 1. National Unity

  

          2. Emancipation of slaves

          3. Serious divisions form within the Republican party over conduct of war and reconstruction.

Major Events:  

Civil War (1861-1865)

- Suspension of habeas corpus

- Southern states secede

- blockade of south; HMS Alabama attacks union vessels

- issuance of Greenbacks backed by nation’s credit (not gold standard)

- Battles of Fort Sumter, Bull Run, Shiloh, Peninsula Campaign, Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, Vicksburg, Appomattox
Elizabeth Blackwell and Clara Barton improve medical conditions in US through experience in civil war (1861)

Homestead Act (1862)

Morill Act - Create Agricultural colleges tied to grants of land (1862)

Emancipation Proclamation (1863)

Lincoln announces “10 percent” plan for reconstruction (1863)

Maximilian as emperor of Mexico (1863-1864)

Lincoln vetoes Wade-Davis Bill (1864)

Sand Creek Massacre (1864)

Nevada becomes state (1864)

Lincoln’s Assassination


- John Wilkes Booth 4/14/1865

XVII.  Andrew Johnson (1865-1869)

Party: Republican

VP: None

Sect of State: William H. Seward

Direction of Administration: 1. Reconstruction

Major Events:

13th Amendment (1865)

Congress refuses to seat southern congressmen (1865)

Freedman’s Bureau (1865)

Adoption of Black codes (1865)

Passage of Civil Rights Bill (1866)

Ex Parte Milligan Case (1866) - military courts could not try civilians even in times of war

Formation of KKK (1866)

Military Reconstruction Act (1867)

The Grange forms (1867)

“Seward’s Folly” - purchase of Alaska (1867)

Tenure of Office Act (1867)

14th Amendment (1868)

Impeachment Trial (1868)

Johnson pardons Confederate leaders (1867)

Completion of Transcontinental RR (1869)

XVIII.  Ulysses S. Grant (1869-1877)

Party: Republican

VP: Califax Wilson

Sect of State: Hamilton Fish

Direction o f Administration: 1. Reconstruction ends

           2. Rampant corruption in government (Era of good stealings)

Major Events:

Fisk and Gould corner gold market (1869)

Knights of Labor form  - Terrence Powderley (1869)

15th Amendment (1870)

John D. Rockefeller forms Standard Oil (1870) - attributes to Gospel of Wealth

Force Acts (1870-1871)

Tweed Scandal in New York (1871)

Credit Mobilier (1872)

Panic of 1873

Mark Twain co-writes The Gilded Age (1873)

Whiskey Ring scandal (1875)

Civil Rights Act of 1875

Belknap scandal (1876)

Sioux Indian Wars (1876-1877) - Battle of the Little Big Horn

Birth of the Half-Breeds (under James G. Blaine)  in the Republican Party (1876)

Alexander Bell invents telephone (1876)

Nez Perce Wars (1877)

Military Reconstruction ends (1877)


The Gilded Age 1977-1900
XIX.  Rutherford B. Hayes (1877-1881)

Party: Republican

VP: William Wheeler

Direction of Administration:
1. End of reconstruction


2. Fighting over how to improve economy (coinage of silver)

3. Initial failed attempts to end corruption in government

Major events:

“Compromise of 1877"

Troops withdrawn from south (1877)

“Lemonade Lucy” Hayes leads temperance crusade in White House (1877)

Railroad strikes (1877) - troops kill and injure - labor unrest signifies first steps toward unions

Bland-Allison Act (1878) - free coinage of silver

Chinese immigration

- attack by Kearnyites

- 1879 - Hayes prevents Congress from massive  restriction of Chinese immigrants

Thomas Edison invents light bulb (1879)

Henry George publishes Progress and Poverty (1879)

XX.  James A. Garfield (1881)

Party: Republican (Half-Breed)

VP: Chester A. Arthur (Stalwart)

Sect of State: James A. Blaine

Direction of Administration: 1. Civil Service Reform

Major Events:

Garfield’s Assassination - 9/19/1881 - C. Julius Guiteau

Booker T. Washington becomes head of Tuskegee Institute(1881)

American Red Cross founded (1881)

Helen Hunt Jackson writes A Century of Dishonor (1881)

XXI.  Chester A. Arthur (1881-1885)

Party: Republican (Stalwart)

VP: None

Sect of State: James A. Blaine

Direction of Administration: 1. Civil Service Reform

Major Events:

Pendleton Act (1883) - establishes Civil Service Commission

Blaine nominated by Repub (1884) 

- publication of Mulligan letters - accusation of political corruption

- switched to democrat party - Mugwump label

Sun Dance outlawed (1884)
XXII.  Grover Cleveland (1885-1889)
Party: Democrat

VP: Thomas Hendricks

Direction of Administration: 1. Labor unrest - government insensitivity

          2. Ill-guided attempts at Indian “Americanization”

          3. Protection of Big Business - Laissez Faire 

Major Events:

Louis Sullivan builds first skyscraper in Chicago (1885)

Haymarket Square bombing (1886)

Statue of Liberty built (1886)

American Federation of Labor form (1886)

Wabash Case (1886)

Dawes Severalty Act (1887)

Interstate Commerce Act (1887)

XXIII.  Benjamin Harrison (1889-1893)
Party: Republican

VP:  Levi P. Morton
Sect of State: James A. Blaine

Direction of Administration: 1. Protection of Big Business - Laissez Faire
         2. Westward expansion
Major Events:

Oklahoma opened to white settlement (1889)

ND, SD MT, WA become states (1889)

Jane Addams founds Hull House (1889)

Opening of “Billion-dollar congress” (1890)

Sherman Anti-trust Act (1890)

National American Women’s Suffrage Association formed (1890)

Idaho, Wyoming become states (1890)

Western Frontier officially closed (1890)

Battle of Wounded Knee (1890)

McKinley Tariff (1890)

Alfred Mahan publishes The Influence of Sea Power upon History (1890)

Populist Party forms (1892)

Homestead Steel Strike (1892)

XXIV.  Grover Cleveland (1893-1897)

Party: Democrat

VP: Adlai E. Stevenson

Direction of Administration:   1. Resisting imperial expansion

            2. Labor unrest

            3. Economic depression

Major Event

Valparaiso crisis with Chile (1892)

Panic of 1893

Hawaiian Incident (1893)

Coxey’s “Commonweal Army” marches on Washington (1894)

Venezuelan boundary dispute (1895)

Pullman Strike (1894)

Wilson Gorman Tariff (1894)

Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) - “Separate but Equal”

William Jennings Bryan runs against McKinley on a Bimetallism platform (1896) - “Cross of Gold” speech

XXV.  William McKinley (1897-1901)
Party: Republican

VP: Garet Hobart (until 1900); Theodore Roosevelt

Sect of State: John Hay

Direction of Administration:   1. Expansion (Imperialism) in Caribbean and Pacific

            2. Stand-pattism on economy (protection of big business)

Major Events:
Charlotte Perkins Gilman publishes Women and Economics (1898)
Hawaii annexed (1898)

Teller Amendment (1898)

Explosion of Maine (1898)
Spanish American War (1898-1899)

De Lome Letter (1898)

Hearst and Pulitzer’s Yellow Journalism 

Filipino Revolution (1899)

Open Door Policy (1899)

Boxer Rebellion (1900)

Gold Standard Act (1900)

JP Morgan forms US Steel (1900)

McKinley’s Assassination by Leon Czolgosz (1901)


The Progressive Age 1901-1921
XXVI.  Theodore Roosevelt (1901-1909)

Party: Republican

VP: Charles W. Fairbanks

Sect of State: John Hay; Elihu Root

Direction of Administration: 1. Height of US  Imperial Expansion - “Big Stick” policy

          2. Limited Progressive reforms to improve labor, immigrant, and urban conditions - “Square Deal”

          3. Trust busting

Major Events:

Platt Amendment (1901)

Hay-Pauncefote Treaty (1901)

Anthracite Coal Strike (1902)

Lincoln Steffens and Ida Tarbell’s muckraking exposés (1902)

Elkins Act (1903)

Wrights Brother first to fly (1903)

Northern Securities case (1904)

Panamanian revolution and US purchase of rights to Panama Canal (1904)

Hay-Bunau-Varilla Treaty (1904)

Roosevelt Corollary (1904)

US extends Monroe Doctrine (Assumes debts of Dominican Republic) (1905)

Treaty of Portsmouth (1905) - Russo-Japanese War

Algeciras Agreement (1905) - Roosevelt forces San Francisco school board to readmit Japanese students

Hepburn Act (1906)

Upton Sinclair publishes The Jungle (1906)

Meat Inspection Act and Pure Food and Drug Act (1906)

Great White Fleet tour (1907)

Gentlemen’s Agreement with Japan (1907)

Aldrich-Vreeland Act (1908)

Root-Takahira agreement (1908)

XXVII.  William H. Taft (1909-1913)

Party: Republican

VP: James S. Sherman

Direction of Administration: 1. Increased trust busting

          2. “Dollar Diplomacy”

          3. Increased progressive reform for labor, urban, and immigrants.

Major Events:

Paine-Aldrich tariff (1909)

NAACP founded (1910)

Ballinger-Pinchot Affair (1910) - Pinchot opened US conservation lands to public sale

Triangle Shirtwaist fire (1911)

Standard Oil and US Steel antitrust suits (1911)

XXVIII.  Woodrow Wilson (1913-1921)
Party: Democrat

VP: Thomas R. Marshall

Direction of Administration: 1. WWI: “Saving world for democracy” and creating a world where war is no more.

          2. Increased progressive reform for labor, urban, and immigrants - “New Freedom” 

          3. “Missionary Diplomacy”

          4. Attack on the “Triple Wall of Privilege” - tariffs, trusts, and banks

Major Events:

16th Amendment (1913) - federal income tax

17th Amendment (1913) - direct election of senators

Underwood tariff (1913)

Federal Reserve Act (1913)

Federal Trade Commission (1914)

Clayton Anti-Trust Act (1914)

Mexican-American conflict (1914)

Troops to Nicaragua, Dominican Republic, Haiti, Virgin Islands, Mexico (1914-1917)

Sinking of the Lusitania (1915)

Germany violates Sussex Pledge (1915)

Zimmerman Note (1917)

Espionage Act (1917)

US enters WWI (1917)

Puerto Ricans granted US citizenship (1917)

Sedition Act (1918)

Drafting of the 14 Points (1918)

18th Amendment (1919) - Prohibition

“Red Scare” (1919-1920)

Senate defeats Treaty of Versailles (1920)


Roaring Twenties 1920-1929
XXIX.  Warren G. Harding (1921-1923)

Party: Republican

VP: Calvin Coolidge

Sect of State: Charles Evans Hughes

Direction of Administration: 1. Governmental scandals

         2. Return of Old Guard: pro-big business and tariff laissez-faire

         3. National prosperity - Roaring Twenties

Major Events:

19th Amendment (1920) - Women’s suffrage

Sacco-Vanzetti Trial (1921)

Emergency Quota Act (1921)

Five-Naval Powers Treaty (1922)

Fordney-McCumber Tariff (1923)

Teapot Dome (1923)

Equal Rights Amendment passed (1923)

Adkins v. Children’s Hospital (1923) - no minimum wage for women

Attorney General Daugherty scandal (1923)

Harding dies of pneumonia (1923)

XXX.  Calvin Coolidge (1923-1929)

Party: Republican

VP: Charles G. Dawes

Sect of State: Frank Kellogg

Direction of Administration: 1. ‘Hands-off’ approach to business - “Business of the US is business”

          2. Cultural highlights 

          3. National prosperity

Major Events:

Indians granted US citizenship (1924)

Adjusted Compensation Act for WWI veterans (1924)

Scopes Trial (1925)

Hemingway publishes Sun Also Rises (1926)

Fitzgerald publishes The Great Gatsby (1925)

Lindbergh’s trans-Atlantic solo flight to Paris (1927)

First motion picture (1927)

Kellogg-Briand pact (1928)


The Great Depression / The New Deal / The Era of Reform 1929-1945
XXXI.  Herbert Hoover (1929-1933)
Party: Republican

VP: Charles Curtis

Sect of State: Henry L. Stimson

Direction of Administration:   1. Great Depression

Major Events:

Stock market crash (1929) - “Black Tuesday”

Hawley Smoot Tariff (1930)

Japan invades Manchuria (1931)

Reconstruction Finance Corporation (1932)

Norris-La Guardia Anti-Injunction (1932) - outlaws “yellow dog” anti-union contracts

MacArthur disperses Bonus Expeditionary Force in Washington (1932)
XXXII.  Franklin Delano Roosevelt (1933-1945)

Party: Democrat

VP:  John N. Garner;  Harry S. Truman

Personal Advisor: Harry Hopkins;   Sect of Labor: Francis Perkins;   Sect of Interior: Harold Ickles

Direction of Administration:  1. New Deal legislature to  alleviate the Great Depression

           2. WWII

Major Events:

Bank Holiday (1933)

The Hundred Days (1933)- Creation of CCC, AAA, FERA, HOLC, NRA, PWA, and TVA

20th Amendment (1933) - changes date of inauguration of President

21st Amendment (1933) - prohibition repealed

Indian Reorganization Act (1934)

Securities and Exchange Commission (1934)

Reciprocal Trade Agreements (with democratic nations of Europe) (1934)

WPA (1935)

Wagner Act (1935)

Mussolini invades Ethiopia (1935)

Social Security Act (1935)

Schechter case (1935) - congress’ control of interstate trade does not extend to local businesses.

CIO organized (1935)

Court-packing plan (1937)

US Neutrality Act (1937)

Fair Labor Standards Act (1938)

Munich Conference (1938)

Hatch Act (1939)

Nazi-Soviet Pact (1939)

Bases-for-Destroyers deal with Britain (1940)

A. Philip Randolph marches on Washington for equal pay for blacks (1941)

Lend-Lease Act (1941)

Atlantic Charter (1941)

US declares war on Japan and Germany after attack on Pearl Harbor (1941)

WWII Pacific Theater (1942-1945) - Battles at Philippines, Coral Sea, Midway, Iwa Jima

Allies invade Italy (1943)

Smith-Connally Anti-Strike Act (1943)

Detroit Race riots (1943)

D-Day invasion of Normandy (1944)

GI Bill (1944)

Dr. Spock publishes The Common Sense Book of Baby and Child Care (1945)

Yalta Conference (1945)


The Cold War 1945-1968
XXXIII.  Harry S. Truman (1945-1953)

Party: Democrat

Sect of State: Dean Acheson 

Direction of Administration: 1. End of WWII and beginning of Cold War

          2. National prosperity - “Fair Deal”

Major Events:

Germany surrenders (1945)

US drops atomic bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki (1945)

Potsdam Conference (1945)

End of Lend-Lease to Soviet Union (145)

United Nations (1945)

Nuremberg Trials (1945-1946)

Truman Doctrine (1947)

Marshall Plan (1947)

Taft-Hartley Act (1947)

National Security Act (1947) - creation of CIA, NSC, and Dept of Def

Alger Hiss Case (1948)

Berlin Crisis (1948-1949)

NATO (1949)

Communists defeat Nationalists in China (1949)

McCarthy’s Red Hunt (1950)

Congress overrides Truman’s veto McCarran Internal Security Bill (1950)

Korean War (1950-1953)

Truman fires MacArthur (1951)

22nd Amendment (1951) - No third-term for President

Rosenberg Trial (1951)

US explodes first H-bomb (1952)

XXXIV.  Dwight D. Eisenhower (1953-1961)

Party: Republican

VP: Richard M. Nixon

Sect of State: John Foster Dulles

Direction of Administration: 1. Cold War - “New Look”

         2. Beginnings of National Civil Rights movement

         3. National prosperity - “Dynamic conservatism”

Major Events: 

CIA-backed coup installs Shah of Iran (1953)

French defeated at Dien Bien Phu (1954)

- US limited involvement in Vietnam with munitions and  money.

SEATO formed (1954)

Brown v. School Board of Topeka, Kansas (1954)

CIA-backed coup in Guatemala (1954)

Montgomery Bus Boycott (1955)

Geneva Summit (1955)

Warsaw Pact (1955)

Russians crush Hungarian revolt (1956)

Suez crisis (1956)

Little Rock school crisis (1957)

Eisenhower Doctrine (1957)

Sputnik launched (1957)

US push for science and language education (1958)

Castro revolution in Cuba (1959)

Landrum-Griffin Act (1959) - greater control of labor union leadership

Alaska and Hawaii become states (1959)

U-2 Incident (1960)

Elvis Presley and Marilyn Monroe become superstars

XXXV.  John Fitzgerald Kennedy (1961-1963)

Party: Democrat

VP: Lyndon B. Johnson

Sect of Defense: Robert McNamara 

Direction of Administration: 1. “New Frontier” - Civil Rights concerns in education and housing


          2. “Flexible Response” - Middle East and Vietnam 

Major Events:

Greensboro, N.C. sit-ins (1960)

Freedom Riders bus torched in Anniston, Alabama (1961)

Beatles become super rock-n-roll band

Construction of Berlin Wall (1961)

Bay of Pigs (1961)


Alliance For Progress - (Marshall Plan for South America) (1961)

“Military advisors” in Vietnam (1961)

14-Power Geneva Conference - Laotian civil war neutralized (1962)

Cuban Missile Crisis (1962)

Trade Expansion Act - encourage US trade with Common Market countries (1962)

James Meredith attends Univ. of Mississippi (1962)

Alabama peace demonstrations - (city turns fire hoses and dogs on black demonstrators) (1963)

Anti-Diem Coup in Vietnam (Bo Dai becomes president of South Vietnam) (1963)

France blocks England’s admittance into the European Community (1963)

Martin Luther King leads march on Washington - “I have a dream” speech (1963)

Kennedy assassinated by Lee Harvey Oswald (1963)

XXXVI.  Lyndon Baines Johnson (1963-1968)

Party: Democrat

VP: Hubert Humphrey

Sect of Defense: Robert McNamara  

Direction of Administration: 1. Deeper involvement in Vietnam

          2. “Great Society” - War on Poverty and racial prejudice

Major Events:

Warren Court Decisions

- Gideon v. Wainright

- Escobedo / Miranda cases
- Engel v. Vital

- School District of Abington Township v. Schempp
24th Amendment - Abolish poll tax (1964)

Civil Rights Act of 1964

Gulf of Tonkin resolution (1964)

Creation of HUD and Transportation departments (1964)

Great Society legislation (1964)

- creation of Medicare, Head Start, National Endowment for the Arts and Humanities

MLK’s voter registration drive - Selma, Alabama (1965)

Escalation of Vietnam War (1965-1968) - “Operation Rolling Thunder”

Voter Rights Act (1965)

Assassination of Malcolm X but black Muslims (1965)

Watts race riots (1965)

Six-Day War b/w Israel and Egypt (1967)

25th Amendment - presidential succession (1967)

TET offensive (1968)

Martin Luther King assassinated by James Earl Ray  (1968)

Robert Kennedy assassinated by Sirhan, Sirhan during Democratic primary (1968)

Riotous Democratic Convention in Chicago and Trial of the Chicago Eight (1968)

Pueblo Incident (1968)

LBJ resigns  - “I will seek and I shall not accept  my party’s nomination for president” (1968)


Detente 1968-present
XXXVII. Richard Millhouse Nixon (1968-1974)

Party: Republican

VP: Spiro Agnew until 1973; Gerald Ford

Sect of State: Henry Kissinger

Direction of Administration: 1. Losing Vietnam War 

          2. Watergate Scandal

          3. Detente

Major Events:

Woodstock (1969)

Neil Armstrong lands on the moon (1969)

Nixon announces “Vietnamization” plan (1969) -  “Peace with Honor”

Nixon appoints Warren Burger as Chief Justice (1969)

- Roe v. Wade 1972

Illegal invasion of Cambodia (1970)

Creation of the EPA (1970)

Kent State Massacre (1970)

Daniel Ellsberg releases Pentagon Papers (1971)

26th Amendment - voting age at 18 (1971)

Nixon visits China and Soviet Union (1971)

ABM and SALT I treaties ratified (1971)

Rachel Carson publishes Silent Spring (1972)

US withdraws from Vietnam (1973)

Warren Court makes liberal decisions (1973)

Agnew resigns (1973)

War Powers Act (1973)

Arab-Israeli War and Oil embargo (1973)

Wounded Knee, S.D. (1973)

Watergate hearings (1973-1974)

Nixon resigns (1974)

XXXVIII.  Gerald R. Ford (1974-1977)

Party: Republican

VP: Nelson Rockefeller

Sect of State: Henry Kissinger

Direction of Administration: 1. Oil Crisis

          2. Nixon Pardon

Major Events:

 Ford pardons Nixon (1974)

OPEC raises oil prices (1974)

Helsinki Accords (1975)

South Vietnam falls to Ho Chi Minh (1975)

Mayaguez incident (1975)

XXXIX.  Jimmy Carter (1977-1981)

Party: Democratic

VP: Walter Mondale

Sect of State: Cyrus Vance

National Security Advisor: Zbigniew Brzezinski

Direction of Administration: 1. Energy Crisis

          2. Economic troubles - “Stagflation”

          3. Iran-Hostage Crisis

          4. Humanitarian diplomacy

Major Events:

Panama Canal Treaty (1977)

Three-Mile Incident, PA. - nuclear leak (1979)

Camp David Accords (1979)

Iran Hostage Crisis (1979)

- Rescue attempt by Delta Force 

Soviet Union invades Afghanistan (1979)

SALT II Agreements (1979)

Boycott of Olympics in Soviet Union - protest Afghanistan (1980)

XL.  Ronald Reagan (1981-1989)

Party: Republican

VP: George W. Bush

Sect of state: James Baker

Direction of Administration: 1. Massive military build-up (“winning” the Cold War)

          2. Economic recovery - “supply-side economics”

Major Events:

American hostages released by Ayatollah (1981)

“Reaganonmics” spending on defense, tax cuts, and reduced spending on social services (1981)

Sandra Day O’Connor appointed to Supreme Court - first woman (1981)

US supports anti-leftist (anti-communist) regimes in Central America (1981-1988)

Falkland Islands crisis (1982

Russians shoot down Korean airliner - accidently in Soviet air space (1983)

Marines sent to and killed in  Beruit, Lebanon - protecting Israeli interests  (1983)

Star Wars planned (1983)

US invasion of Grenada (1983)

Nicaragua (1984)

Mikhail Gorbachev becomes premier of Soviet Union (1985)

- glasnost and perestroika
- US/USSR arms reduction talks resume = 1st summit talks in Geneva

Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Act - balanced budget (1986)


Fall of Ferdinand Marcos in Philippines (1986)

US bombs Libya for terrorist actions (1986) - refusal to give up terrorist in Lockerby plane bombing

2nd Summit - Reagan/Gorbachev in Reykjavik, Iceland (1986)

Robert Bork rejected for Supreme Court (1987)

INF Treaty (1987)

Iran/Contra Hearings (1987)

- Oliver North testifies

Jesse Jackson runs for President - backed by “rainbow coalition” of minorities (1988)

XLI.  George W. Bush (1989-1993)
Party: Republican

VP: Dan Quayle

Direction of Administration: 1. Managing the fall of communist regimes throughout Eastern Europe - post Cold War

Major Events:
Supreme Court rulings = pro-affirmative action; anti-abortion rights (1980)
Communist government in Chinese forcefully ends student democratic protests (1989)
Tiananmen Square
Fall of communist regimes in Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, East Germany, and Romania (1989)

- Berlin Wall torn down

US invades Panama (1989)

- arrest Manuel Noriega for drug smuggling

Free elections in Nicaragua (1990)

- Sandinistas (communists) voted out
Unification of East and West Germany (1990)
XLII.  William J. Clinton (1993-2001)

Party: Democrat

VP: Al Gore

Sect of State: Warren Christopher; Madeleine Albright

Direction of Administration: 1. International economic prosperity

          2. Foreign good will - encouraging democracy

          3. Social reform

Major Events:

US intervention of Somalian civil war (1992)

Clinton initiates Universal  Health Care Coverage Reform  (1993)

Whitewater scandal emerges after Vince Foster suicide (1993)

AFT storms branch Dividian compound in Waco,TX (1993)  - David Coresh



US permits homosexuals in the military - “Don’t ask; don’t tell policy” (1993)

Whitewater hearings (1994)

Bombing of the World Trade Center in New York City (1994)

Travelgate scandal emerges (1995)

Timothy McVey bombs Federal Building in Oklahoma (1995)

 NAFTA - US/Mexico/Canada (1996)

Paula Jones and Monica Lewinsky affairs exposed  (1998)

- Ken Starr’s Independent Council’s investigation

Israeli/Palestinian Talks (1999)

UN invasion of Kosovo (1999)

Cease fire in Northern Ireland (1999)

Bombing of Chinese Embassy in Belgrade (1999)

Students open fire on classmates at Columbine High School (1999)

Debate of US immigration policies with Cuba (1999-2000) - Elian Gonzalez Incident

XLIII.  George W. Bush (1993-2001)

Party: Republican

VP: Dick Cheney

Sect of State: Colin Powell, Condoleza Rice

Sect of Defense: Donald Rumsfeld

Direction of Administration: 1. 

Major Events:

 XLIV.  Barack Obama (1993-2001)

Party: Democrat

VP: Joe Biden

Sect of State: Hiliary Rodham Clinton

Direction of Administration: 1. 

Major Events:
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