DISCUSSION/ DEBATE GUIDELINES
1. Students will receive extra credit points for their participation in a debate/discussion.

2. Students will receive points based on the strength of their ideas and the manner they articulate and support them. 

3. All students in class that day will receive the same number of points for the debate/discussion. 

4. For any student to receive points, all students must make at least one substantial comment on the topic and support it (or another student’s comment) using the rubric below.  (All students will have a chance to comment on the topic.) 

5. Students who are absent from class on the day of a debate/discussion will not receive points. No make up E.C. will be available
6. The teacher may clarify points, correct mis-information, and read questions, but otherwise, will not speak during the discussion.  

· Each time the teacher speaks during the discussion (other than to clarify information), all students in the class will receive one extra point.

· Each time a student breaks one of the rules below, all students in the class will lose one point.

7. Please follow the debate/discussion rules below:

· Be courteous to other ideas.

· Refer to the text and/or the questions provided. (Avoid tangents unconnected to the topic.)

· Listen to your classmates. (Don’t monopolize the discussion.)

· Encourage everyone to make at least one substantial comment on the topic.

· Avoid speaking when someone else is speaking.

· Strictly avoid sarcasm, profanity, or “put-downs”. 

DISCUSSION/DEBATE RUBRIC
As a group…

	Pts.
	Rubric

	6
	· All students read the assigned text and showed an understanding of its content.



	1
	· Students referenced the textbook and/or supplementary reading source materials.



	1
	· Students referenced the comments of their classmates when developing points of discussion.



	1
	· Students avoided irrelevant tangents to the topic and kept the debate/discussion flowing. 



	1
	· Students avoided sarcasm, profanity, put-downs, and other destructive forms of criticism.




GRADE SCALE

A = 10-9
B = 8
C = 7
D = 6
F = 5-0
