ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY SYLLABUS

Teacher:  Mr. Adzima

· Email:  eric_adzima@browardschools.com
· Class Webpage: cypressbayhighschool.com/teachers/adzima/index.html
· Webpage password (case sensitive): apush
COURSE DESCRIPTION

Welcome!  Advanced Placement United States History allows qualified high school students to study materials equivalent to an introductory college course.  This course is designed to provide students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge to deal critically with topics in United States history.   AP students are expected to work long hours with challenging academic materials including primary sources, journals, and political cartoons.  Students are asked to read an average of 8-10 pages of course material per night, write and reflect on a variety subjects, and thoroughly prepare for class discussions.  Students should think about these demands carefully before committing to this course.  Those who are not prepared for a large workload for whatever reason (i.e. other AP classes, outside jobs, extracurricular demands, etc.) may find themselves quickly overwhelmed and/or unhappy.

[image: image1.wmf]SUPPLIES







- Dependable Internet and printer access. (Computers and printers are also available at school.)

- A dedicated 3-Ring Notebook + dividers labeled as follows: 
· Class Notes

· Writing Samples

· Vocabulary

· Tests/Quizzes

· Reinforcement

TEXTBOOK

1. Kennedy, David, Lizabeth Cohen, Thomas A. Bailey, The American Pageant; A History of the Republic, Twelfth Edition, New York: Houghton Mifflin Company , 2002.

SUPPLEMENTAL READERS

2. Kennedy, David M., Thomas A. Bailey, The American Spirit; United States History as Seen by Contemporaries (Volumes 1 + 2), Tenth Edition, New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2002.
3. Newman, John J.,  Schmalbach, John M., United States History; Preparing For the Advanced Placement Examination, New York: AMSCO School Publications, 2002. 
TIPS FOR BUILDING SUCCESS

· Have a positive attitude and make the best of every day.  

· Convince yourself that performing well in this class is a matter of pride.  Taking a class to earn quality points is fine, but taking a class to improve oneself or to learn is better. 

· Be prepared everyday for class.  Bring your materials and have your homework ready.  Failing to prepare for class can snowball and bury students under accumulating work.

· Achieving success may mean changing your study habits, putting in extra time, and/or re-writing assignments until you get them right.  Remember:  Superior students revise, review, and sometimes, redo their work.
· Read your textbook and/or notes every night – if only for 15 min.  It’s a small price that eventually pays huge dividends.  (And don’t give up if you don’t see immediate gains!)
· Try to both memorize and analyze information. (You will retain it better and longer.)

· Ask for help when needed.  Doing so is a sign of maturity.
	GRADE VALUES



	Conversion Scale For Class Grades

A

94-100%

= 10 pts.

A-

90-93%

= 9 pts.

B+

87-89%

= 8 pts.

B

80-86%

= 8 pts.

C+

77-79%

= 7 pts.

C

70-76%

= 7 pts.

D+

67-69%

= 6 pts.

D

60-66%

= 6 pts.

AP Essay Conversion Scale

A 

= 9

A- 

= 8

B+

= 7

B  

= 6

C+

= 5

C  

= 4

D+ 

= 3

D  

= 2

Types of Assignments and Approximate Values

Classwork / Quiz

10 pts.

Essay

20 pts.

Notebook Check

20 pts.

Unit Test

30 pts.

Project

40 pts.

Discussion Readers

EC

Category Weights by Semester            

 1         2.
Tests/Quizzes

60%   70%

Assignments

40%   30%




· Individual assignments are given point values (not percent values) in the gradebook.  Averages for each category are calculated by dividing the student’s cumulative points by the total number of possible points.  Categories are then weighted for the final marking period grade.  Pluses are added to final grade only.
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