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ESSAY SKELETON – UNIT 05

Directions:  Please TYPE your responses when possible. 

Question: 

· Analyze how supporters of slavery in the nineteenth century used legal, religious, and economic arguments to defend the institution of slavery.
1. Identify key information in the question.

· Underline your command prompt(s).

· Circle or (if they are not provided in the question) write down 2-3 essay categories.

· Box or (if they are not provided in the question) write down 2 bookend years.

2. If there are any complex terms in the question, define them.

3. For EACH category, list 7-10 pieces of specific factual information (SFI: historical people, dates, terms, events, theories, etc.)

4. For EACH category, write 1 pair of opposing viewpoints.  TIP:  To determine opposing viewpoints, try agreeing AND disagreeing with the verb in the question or taking opposing positions on the command prompt.)  

5. Select one pair of opposing viewpoints from any category and write 3-4 sentences moving the reader from one viewpoint to the other. 

6. Before writing your introductory paragraph, identify the most immediate event or concept leading up to your essay topic.

7. Start your historical introductory paragraph. 

· Write 5-6 sentences moving the reader from your starting event to your thesis statement at the end of the paragraph. (A thesis should answer the question, take a position, and establish categories.)

8. Underline your thesis.








