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A21-01: SECOND 9-WEEKS REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. What were the most important signs of the new American nationalism that developed in the period 1815-1824?
2. How did national interests compete against sectional/state interests in the economic and judicial struggles of the period?
3. Why did the issue of admitting Missouri to the Union precipitate a major national crisis? Why did the North and South each agree to the terms of the Missouri Compromise?
4. Analyze the significance of Jackson’s victory in 1828 as a triumph of the “New Democracy.”
5. From 1810 to 1815, New England was the hotbed of “sectionalism” and “nullification,” while the South and Southwest were strongly nationalistic. What accounts for the switch in positions in the 1820’s, with the North becoming nationalistic and the South threatening nullification? How were the arguments about nationalism and states’ rights reflected in the Webster-Hayne debates?

6. What were the economic issues in the Bank War, and how did they contribute to the panic of 1837?
7. Compare the two-party political system of the 1830’s “New Democracy” with the first two-party system of the early Republic. In what ways were the two systems similar, and in what ways were they different? Were both parties of the 1830s correct in seeing themselves as heirs of the Jeffersonian Republican tradition rather than the Hamiltonian Federalist tradition?
8. Describe Jackson’s policies toward the southeastern Indian tribes and newly independent Texas.
9. What major changes in American religion occurred in the early nineteenth century, and how did they affect American culture and reform?
10. How did the first American feminists propose altering the condition of women, and what success did they have?
11. Describe the utopian and communitarian experiments of the period.
12. How did the reliance on cotton production and slavery affect the South economically, socially, and morally, and how did this reliance affect its relations with the North?

13. What caused the growth of abolitionism after 1830, and what were its effects on both the North and the South?

14. Describe the fierce southern response to abolitionism and the growing defense of slavery as a “positive good.”

15.  Indicate how the issue of expansionism in Oregon and Texas become central in the election of 1844 and why Polk’s victory was seen as a mandate for “Manifest Destiny”, especially in California?

16. What were the causes and consequences of the Mexican War?

17. How did the Compromise of 1850 attempt to deal with the most difficult issues concerning slavery?  What were the actual effects of the compromise?

18. What were the causes and consequences of the Kansas-Nebraska Act?

19. What caused the disintegration of the Whig party?

20.  Explain how and why “bleeding Kansas” became a dress rehearsal for the Civil War?

21.  How did the political developments of the period work to fragment the Democratic party and benefit the Republicans?

22.  What were the causes and consequences of Lincoln’s election in 1860?

23.  How did the Civil War change from a limited war to preserve the Union into a “total war” to abolish slavery?

24. How did careful Union diplomacy manage the Civil War crisis with Britain and end British flirtations with the Confederacy?

25. Why were the Border States crucial to the North early in the Civil War? 

26.  What impact did the draft, the use of black troops, and Lincoln’s suspension of civil liberties have on the conduct of the war?

27. Describe the role African-Americans played during the war.

28. Describe the military significance of the battles of Gettysburg in the East and Vicksburg in the West.

29. What were the effects of the political dissension over the war between the Copperheads and the Union Party, and how did Lincoln manage to overcome them?

30. What were the major problems facing the South and the nation after the Civil War?  How did Reconstruction address them, or fail to do so?

31. How did freed blacks react to the end of slavery?  How did both southern and northern whites react?

32. Analyze the differences between the presidential and congressional approaches to Reconstruction.

33. Why did Reconstruction apparently fail so badly?  Was the failure primarily one of immediate political circumstances, or was it more deeply rooted in the history of American sectional and race relations?

