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A12-06: FIRST 9-WEEKS REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. What factors contributed to England’s establishment of (How and why was England able to establish) its first successful North American colonies?

2. What features were common to all of England’s colonies, and what characteristics were peculiar to each one?

3. Describe the Puritans and their beliefs and explain how their religious outlook altered the development of all the New England colonies.

4. Explain how conflict with religious dissenters, among other forces, led to the expansion of New England.

5. What efforts were made to create greater unity among and strengthen English political control over the colonies in the seventeenth century, and why did they generally fail?

6. How did population, economics, disease, and climate shape the basic social conditions and ways of life of early Americans in both the South and New England?
7. How did the numbers and condition of women affect family life and society in New England, among southern whites, and among African-American slaves? Compare and contrast the typical family conditions and ways of life among various members of these three groups?

8. What were the causes and consequences of the Great Awakening?

9. What were the features of colonial politics that contributed to the development of popular democracy, and what were those that kept it from being more truly democratic?

10. How did the French and Indian War affect colonial relations both with Britain and among themselves, and how did it pave the way for their later rebellion?

11. Compare France’s colonizing efforts in the New World with Spain and England’s. What factors might explain France’s relatively weak impact on the New World compared with England’s and Spain’s?

12. What was the theory and practice of mercantilism? What were its actual effects on the colonies, and why did they resent it so much?

13. Describe the methods of colonial resistance that forced the repeal of British taxes and eventually led to America’s declaration of independence?

14. Explain the specific reasons and general principles used in the Declaration of Independence to justify America’s separation.

15. What role did Washington, Paine, Jefferson, Arnold, Franklin, and Jay each play in bringing about the success of the American cause?

16. How did the problems of the post-revolutionary period and the weaknesses of the Article of Confederation lead to the adoption of a new Constitution?

17. What were the basic features of the new Constitution, and how did they differ from the government wider the Articles of Confederation?

18. What were the most important issues facing the new federal government, and how did federalists attempted achieve them?

19. Describe the polarizing effects of the French Revolution on American foreign policy and domestic politics from 1790-1800.

20. Describe the conflicts between the Federalists and Republicans over the judiciary and how they lead to a balance of power among political interests and different branches of government?

21. How did Jefferson end up modifying some of his Republican beliefs in a strict construction of the constitution, limited federal government, and militarism in the face of events during his presidency?

22. Why did Jefferson impose the embargo and why did it fail?

23. Explain why the Federalists so strongly opposed the War of 1812 and how their opposition affected the war effort and their own party.

