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A08-04:  CAUSE AND EFFECT TEMPLATE

Directions:  Answer each question below.  To receive credit, you must fully address as many parts of each question as possible.  Occasionally, you may have to reach for an answer.  You’re goal however, is to show connections and reveal cause and effect relations.  So think, give yourself time to complete the assignment, and write.

EVENT: American general, Benedict Arnold, helps defeat the British at the Battle of 

               Saratoga in 1777.

CAUSES

1. What was the most direct cause of the event? Explain.  (Did a violent act, speech, assassination, discovery, specific law, etc. precipitate the event?)  

2. What were the indirect cause(s) of the event?  Explain. (Did a general trend, movement, or any broad economic, political, social, or philosophical change help precipitate the event?)

3. Did any individuals or general groups of people help cause the event or change the outcome of the event?  Explain who and how. 

EFFECTS

4. What political and economic changes occurred (or might occur) as a result of this event?  Explain.  (Did leadership, legislation, banking policies, international relations, trade routes, etc. change?)
5. What social changes occurred (or might occur) as a result of this event?  Explain. (How did daily living, religion, ideologies, technology, etc. change?  And how did that change immediately impact society?) 

6. How will the political, economic, and social changes likely impact history in the long run?  (Will change result in new historical trends, revolution, the rise of new empires, ideologies, or religions, a long-term economic collapse or depression, war, etc.?)

