APUSH FRQ ESSAY ASSESSMENT AND CHECK LIST

Directions: Only give points for what the writer does.  Add up each section to get the writer’s score.  Please make constructive comments at the bottom.












              PEER EDIT    TEACHER

	QUESTION: For whom and to what extent was the American West a land of opportunity from 1860-1900?


	
	

	A. THESIS: Your essay should have a clear and developed thesis at the end of the first paragraph.  

· (1 pt.) = Thesis addresses all parts of the question.  ______

· (1 pt.) = Thesis takes a position (boldly) on the question. ______ 

· (1 pt.) = Thesis provides organization (i.e. categories). ______



	________ 

3 pts.
	________ 

3 pts.

	B. INTRODUCTION: Do you…

· (1 pt.) = Remain on topic? ______

· (1 pt.) = Define key words in the question and/or provide historical background? ______

· (1 pt.) = Make sense?  (or are your sentences vague and choppy?) ______


	 _______
3 pts.
	_______
3 pts.

	C. CONTENT: In each body paragraph …  

· (3 pts.) = Do you first reference a thesis category and state your position on the topic? ______

· (3 pts.) = Do you then offer reasons why you’ve taking this position on the topic? ______

· (3 pts.) = Do you then offer substantial evidence (Specific Factual Information) to support your reasons? ______

· (3 pts.) = Finally, do you offer substantial, sophisticated commentary? ______

· (3 pts.) = Do you stay clear of major factual errors? ______

· (3 pts.) = Do you remain on-topic? ______


	_______
18 pts.


	`

_______
18 pts.



	D. DOCUMENTS:  If writing a DBQ, do you…

· (5 pts.) = Reference all of the documents? ______

· (5 pts.) = Group your documents effectively? ______

· (10 pts.) = Use documents persuasively to support your reasons? ______


	__  ____ 

20 pts.
	__  ____ 

20 pts.

	E. MECHANICS:  Presentation is important.  Do you…

· (1 pt.) = Avoid phrases like ’I think/feel/believe’, ‘a lot’, ‘somewhat’, ‘in a sense’, ‘There are’? ______

· (1 pt.) = Proof the essay for spelling and/or grammar mistakes? ______


	________ 

2 pts.


	________ 

2 pts.

	F. PACING:  If the essay was timed, did you…

· (5 pts.) = Finish writing the essay in the allotted time? ______
	________ 

2 pts.
	___ ____ 

2 pts.



	G. STYLE:  Is your essay …

· (2 pts.) = Balanced? (Do not develop one part of the question at the expense of another.) ______

· (2 pt.) = Smooth? (An essay should not sound vague or choppy or like a list.) ______

· (2 pt.) = Direct?  (Do not wax philosophically.  Remember: content before color.) ______

· (2 pt.) = Formal? (Stay away from slang, profanity, casual language, and jokes.) ______

· (5 pts.) = Thought provoking? (An essay should be scholarly.) ______

· (5 pts.) = Your own?  (Avoid quoting and copying from your textbook or Internet source.) ______


	________ 

14 pts.
	________ 

14 pts.

	H. CONCLUSION:  Concluding thoughts add sophistication to an essay.  Do you…

· (1 pt.) = Re-state your thesis? ______

· (1 pt.) = Make final connections, emphasizing long-term historical significance, C/E relations, or “Change over time”? ______


	________ 

2 pts.
	________ 

2 pts.



	COMMENTS:  


	Total 

________


	Total 

________



	FRQ Rubric

DBQ Rubric
A-/A = 8/9 = 40-44 pts.

A-/A = 8/9 = 57-64 pts.

B-/B = 6/7 = 35-39 pts.

B-/B = 6/7 = 49-56 pts.

C-/C = 4/5 = 29-34 pts.

C-/C = 4/5 = 41-48 pts.

D-/D = 2/3 = 23-28 pts.

D-/D = 2/3 = 33-40 pts.

F-/F  = 0/1 = 0-22 pts. 

F-/F  = 0/1 = 0-32 pts.


	Grade
	Grade


FRQ FORMATTING INSTRUCTIONS

1. Any essay finished at home must be typed, including the hand-written parts started in class (Times Roman or Arial; 12 pt. font, single-spaced).  

2. Type your name, the date, and class period on your essay AND assessment sheet. 

3. When finished, staple your assessment sheet THEN errors key to the front of your essay.  (You should not staple this formatting page to your essay.)

4. Practice your essay correctly.  Read your notes and textbook FIRST.  Then write your essay from memory. If necessary before submitting your final paper, go over your notes and textbook to verify the correctness of ideas or concepts.

5. Hi-light your thesis statement AND document references.

6. Always follow your essay frames. (TS – Reason – Support – Commentary) 

7. You can add sophisticated commentary to your essay by offering opposing viewpoints, highlighting changes over time, searching for significance, drawing links between concepts, and establishing cause and effect or yes/but relationships.

8. Always be concise and precise.

9. Proofread your essay for both content and mechanical mistakes.  

10. Make your essay neat (i.e. no smudges, creases, and/or faded ink.)

11. Submit your essay on time (or on the first day back if absent.)

12. DO NOT print multiple copies of your final responses for friends.  Even though you may have worked on the assignment together, submitting multiple copies to the teacher gives the impression of cheating.  Identical or nearly identical papers will each receive an ‘F’.

WRITING ERRORS KEY

SFI

= Specific Factual Information. Uses SFI to support or prove arguments.

ST

= Re-telling book and/or lecture notes without analysis.

AWK

= sentence phrasing is awkward.

?

= teacher is unsure of what student is saying.

PROOF
= reread your work and check for errors.

N/S

= what student wrote is Not a Sentence.

N/W

= what student wrote is Not a Word.

X

= student information is incorrect.

CATS

= no thesis categories.

AN

= lacks commentary/analysis.

DEV

= writing may be simplistic and/or needs to be developed. 

O

= circled words are either misspelled or improper.

¶

= student should start a new paragraph.

TS ≠ T

= first (topic) sentence does not reflect your thesis. 

T ≠ Q

= thesis does not reflect any part of the original question.

HI

= writing lacks an historical introduction.

TR

= student is not transitioning between ideas.

B

= student is not addressing author bias.

